Public Scoping Meeting for Kingsbridge Armory

Comments of Good Jobs New York, Bettina Damiani, Project Director
~ ~ ~

Bronx Library Center

October 2, 2008

Good evening. My name is Bettina Damiani, director of Good Jobs New York, a joint project of the Fiscal Policy Institute with offices in Albany and New York City and Good Jobs First, based in Washington, DC. Good Jobs New York promotes accountability to taxpayers in the use of economic development subsidies. Our website (www.goodjobsny.org) contains the only publicly available database of the city's large corporate retention deals and we have released numerous reports on the city’s use of economic development incentives to create and/or retain jobs, including our extensive efforts around the rebuilding of Lower Manhattan after 9/11 and the new Yankee Stadium project. 

We would like to complement the New York City Economic Development Corporation’s inclusion of community members in a task force during the planning of the redevelopment of the Kingsbridge Armory. Including residents in economic development project promotes an efficient, transparent and accountable development process; a win-win for residents, officials and developers. We urge you to build upon your experiences here and incorporate an open dialogue with residents in all proposed projects, not only for the Kingsbridge Armory project.
As the city conducts its scope of study as how the proposed development will impact the neighborhood we urge you to consider: 
· The economic impacts on the neighborhood and the city’s finances by conducting a cost/ benefits analysis as part of the scoping, not after a project has been approved by a myriad of agencies as currently is the norm. This analysis must include the value of subsidies available to the developer not just from the city but from the state and federal government as well. To ensure tax dollars are not wasted by subsidizing low wage jobs, an analysis of wages and standards at the proposed development must be done.
· How will the current businesses and their employees in the area be influenced by the possibility of new “big box” stores? To adjust zoning rules for a development that will surely displace current businesses could have a negative impact for job creation and the city’s tax base. 
· Will the proposed development provide new services to the community or new jobs with opportunities for increased skills and wages?
· What will the impacts of a development that relies on increased car traffic be on residents’ public health and quality of life?
Thank you for the opportunity to speak to you today.

